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6. Society and Culture

Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987

Why in news?
Recently eight persons were acquitted in connection with glorifying the act.

Key Facts
eSati is a practice where a widow immolates herself on her husband’s funeral pyre.

eEarliest record found in the Eran Pillar Inscription (510 AD), Madhya Pradesh.

eThe Roop Kanwar case of September 4, 1987, in Rajasthan led to the enactment of the
Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987.

Portugese banned sati
in Goa

T— 1582

Emperor Akbar banned forced
sati

15th—16th centuries —¢

Guru Amar Das condemned sati

¢— early 17th century

Dutch prohibited sati in
Chinsurah

1670s —¢

French abolished sati in
Pondicherry

¢— early 18th century

Peshwa rulers outlawed sati

1829 —¢

Bengal Sati Regulation enacted
by William Bentick
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